
MARTINEZ HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
and 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
invite you to attend the 

ANNUAL MEETING 
of the 

CONFERENCE OF CALIFORNIA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 

in 

HISTORIC MARTINEZ 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 
CALIFORNIA 

 

JUNE 25-28, 2009 
 

THEME: PRESERVATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Headquarters 
Best Western John Muir Inn 

445 Mui r  S ta t ion  Road 
Mart inez ,  Ca l i f o rn ia  94553 

925.229.1010 
1.800.338.1191 

 

Visit www.CaliforniaHistorian.com for updated information and additonal copies of this program. 

http://www.californiahistorian.com/




PROGRAM SCHEDULE  
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 26 
  

     6:30 – 9:00 a.m.     Breakfast on your own  
   7:30 – 9:00 a.m.      RVP breakfast.  Conference Room  

10:00 – 5:00 p.m.       Registration.   John Muir Inn. Conference Room  
     9:00 a.m. Bus departs John Muir Inn for the City of 

Richmond and Rosie the Riveter World War II 
National Historical Park 

 PLEASE NOTE: National Park Service can only 
accommodate 2 bus loads or 86 people.   
Register early!    

                                                                           

 
  

 9.45 – 11:45 am. Ranger-guided bus tour of  historic structures  
built in Richmond during  World War II 

Noon – 1:30 p.m. Lunch on the SS Red Oak Victory.  Welcome  by 
 Martha J. Lee, Park Superintendent, and a special 
appearance by Rosie the Riveter 

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.  Tour of the ship  
2:30 – 3:30 p.m.   Tour of Rosie the Riveter Memorial 

                                                                                                                                         

  

 
                             Inscription carved on Rosie the Riveter Memorial  
                          

 3:30 p.m.   Bus departs for  John Muir Inn 
 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.   Board Meeting. Conference Room 
 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.   R and R 
 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.       Happy Hour and Ticket Sales. Martinez Lodge 41 
                                 F & A M, 700 Masonic Street. Complimentary wine 
                                  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.   Dinner and drawing  

 Martinez, the Birthplace of the Martini?  Our 
speaker is Carter Wilson, historian of  this exalted 
mood-adjuster 



PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
                                    

                               

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
  
 6:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast on your own 
 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Registration. John Muir Inn 
 7:30 a.m.   Activities begin at Shell Clubhouse, 
    1635 Pacheco Blvd., Martinez 
 7:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Genealogy breakfast 

Scouring County Records for Elusive Family 
History. 
Speakers: Stephen L. Weir, County 
Clerk/Recorder and Barbara Chambers, 
Assistant Recorder  

 9:15 – 9:45 a.m.  Welcome by Rep. George Miller’s office,  
Congressional District 7 

10:00 – 11:30 a.m. Bringing Local History to Life in the Digital Age on 
a Limited Budget.  Workshop by David 
Grossman, History Room Librarian, Mill Valley 
Public Library  

11:45 – noon History Day, 2009 and Beyond. Talk by Myron 
Piper, Sacramento County History Day 
Coordinator 

 

               
 
12:00 – 2:00 p.m. Awards Luncheon 
  2:15 – 3:45 p.m. Lifesaving Tales: Staying Afloat in a Sea of 

Documents and Photographs. Workshop by 
Carola DeRooy, Archivist, National Park Service 

  4:00 – 5:30 p.m. State-of-the-art restoration of gravestones 
destroyed by vandals and weather. Workshop by 
Doug Fowler, Ranger,  East Bay Regional Park 
District 

  6:00 – 7:00 p.m. R and R 
  7:00 – 8:00 p.m. No host happy hour at the new Willows Cabaret 

at the Campbell Theatre, 636 Ward Street in 
downtown Martinez 

8:00 – 9:30 p.m.          Dine from an nosh box of superb nourishment 
while enjoying Pageant, a  wacky musical 
comedy about six beauty pageant contestants 



                    PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 28 

 
 
  6:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Breakfast on your own 
10:00 – Noon John Muir National Historic Site 

4202 Alhambra Avenue, Martinez 

 

Speaker: Tad Shay 
Tad is Lead Interpretive Ranger for both the 
John Muir Site and the Port Chicago Naval 
Magazine National Memorial.  He will tell us 
about John Muir and his family so that we 
can better understand our tour of their home. 
He will also discuss the munitions explosion 
which occurred on July 17, 1944 in Port 
Chicago destroying the lives of 320 men - the 
largest home front disaster to occur during 
World War II 

 
Afternoon: on your own 
 
Visit the Martinez Museum located at 1005 Escobar Street.  Check out 
the numerous antique shops scattered throughout downtown. Walking 
tours are available at the Museum 

 

   
 
 

Alas, we must now say goodbye to friends old and new and head home 
 
 
Hasta la vista 
   Buona sera 
     Hwyl fawr 
       Au revoir 
          Shalom 



CONFERENCE  OF  CAL IFORNIA  H ISTORICAL  SOCIET IES  
ANNUAL  MEET ING ,   MARTIN EZ ,  CAL IFORNIA  

JUNE  25 -28 ,  2009  
 

REGISTRATION 
 

NAME(S)_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY________________________________________________________STATE____________________ZIP_____________________________ 

TELEPHONE______________________________CELL__________________________EMAIL_______________________________________ 

AFFILIATION(S)________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
REGISTRATION FEE          PER PERSON            
 Associate Member            $25.00          $____________  
 Affiliate Member (member of an 
    organization)       $30.00                $____________ 

 Non-member     $35.00           $____________ 
 One-day registration 

    (Thu__Fri__Sat__Sun__)    $20.00 (plus events fees)    $____________ 
After June 1     $5.00 additional          $____________ 
One event only       Event fee only          $____________ 

 
THURSDAY, JUNE 25 
 Tour of Eugene O’Neill National 

    Historic Site    (Tao House)    $15.00                                   $____________                      
Tour 1 (2:00 p.m.)   # persons__________   (Limit 32) 
Tour 2 (4:00 p.m.)   # persons__________   (Limit 32) 

 
FRIDAY, JUNE 26 
 RVP breakfast  N/C for John Muir Inn guests 

   Non-Inn guests: $10.00         # persons_________      $____________  
 Rosie the Riveter WWII National 
   Historical Park  (Bus, guided tours, 

   lunch, entertainment)      $65.00         $____________ 
 Prefer to have lunch on dock    # persons________ 

Dinner      $35.00                               $____________ 
 
SATURDAY, JUNE 27 
 Genealogy Breakfast    $15.00           $____________ 
 Handouts  (Workshops)    $5.00           $____________ 
 Awards Luncheon    $20.00           $____________ 
 Dinner and live theatre at the  
    Martinez Cabaret    $45.00            $____________ 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 28 
 Interpretative talk and tour of 
    John Muir National Historic 
    Site      $5.00       $____________ 
                                                                         
         TOTAL  DUE    $___________________ 
 
Please make check payable to: 
   Martinez Historical Society  
Mail to: 
   CCHS 
   c/o Martinez Historical Society 
   Andrea Blachman 
   1133 Willow Street   
   Martinez, CA 94553 
 
QUESTIONS? 
andreablachman@pacbell.net 
Andrea Blachman 
925.372.7146                                              WEB 
 
 

 
Please make your room reservations directly with  
the Best Western John Muir Inn in Martinez. 
Phone: 1.800.338.1191 or  925.229.1010.  
Mention CCHS when you call to receive our special 
rate of $69.50. A block of rooms will be held until 
June 1st.   Remember: Breakfast is on the house. 
IF YOU COME BY TRAIN, a friendly native will pick 
you up at the Martinez station and deliver you to 
the Inn.  WE MUST KNOW THE FOLLOWING: 
1]   Arrival date:__________________________________ 
2]   Arrival time:__________________________________ 
3]   Train number:________________________________ 
4]   Number of passengers:________________________ 

mailto:andreablachman@pacbell.net


SURVIVAL TIPS * SURVIVAL TIPS * SURVIVAL TIPS 
 
   Expect the unexpected. That’s what makes travel so much fun!  

 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Meetings  will be held in several locations.  To preclude your becoming 
hopelessly lost, PDQ Printing has created just for us a series of maps with 
foolproof directions for moving about town. With these in hand all you have to 
do is aim your car out the John Muir Inn exit and read your way to your 
destination. This marvelous document will be in your registration packet. 

Martinez is frequently hot in June.  Sometimes it is very hot. Pack a hat.  
John built a cool pool at his Inn which he loves to share with panting guests. 

THURSDAY 
 The Museum of San Ramon Valley is located in nearby Danville. Your 
trusty PDQ map will get you there safely. Allow at least 30 minutes to drive to 
Danville, park and board  the bus. Be sure to make time to visit the Museum. It 
is one of the most outstanding regional museums in the Bay Area. 

FRIDAY 
Henry  J. Kaiser insisted on building ships near water so his shipyards 

jut way out into  Richmond harbor where it is usually blowing a gale. Bring a 
jacket. 

 Wear flats to navigate the decks and narrow stairways on the SS Red 
Oak Victory. If you wear heels and fall on your fanny, you might not make it to 
dinner on Friday night and will never learn who invented the martini. Don’t 
wear flip-flops either. Think about it—have you ever seen a sailor wearing flip-
flops?   

Boarding the ship and getting to our luncheon spot will be no problem.  
However, some of you may not be able to navigate narrow, steep stairways so 
might have to forego touring the ship. Docents will  help you  decide who can do 
what. 

There will be a special dining area on the dock near the ship for those  
who use walkers, wheelchairs and other mechanical gismos that don’t care to  
climb the gangway.  Mary Lou Lyon will act as host of this select group. 

While visiting the Rosie the Riveter Memorial be sure  to look across to 
San Francisco Bay. The view is breathtaking. 



SATURDAY 
 Allow about 10 minutes to drive to the Shell Clubhouse. It is a white 
building set at an angle on the lot, located behind a cyclone fence with a huge 
parking lot in front. 
 This is a wall-to-wall learning day beginning at 7:30 with the genealogy 
breakfast and continuing all day with 3 outstanding workshops by experts, all 
providing practical information and relevant handouts to take home and share 
with fellow historians. 
 Our customary ticket sales and drawings on Friday and Saturday night 
must be confined this year to Friday night only. It is not feasible on Saturday 
because we will be in a theatre.  The obvious solution is to buy more tickets on 
Friday night, right?    

SUNDAY 
 Those who stay over today can learn about John Muir in Martinez and 
the little-known Port Chicago tragedy. Be sure to visit the Martinez Museum 
and other local historic spots described in brochures in your packet. Inquire at 
the Museum about guided walking tours of historic spots. 
ABOUT WORKSHOP SPEAKERS 
 Carola DeRooy earned a Masters of Library and Information Science 
Degree from the University of California at Berkeley. She was with The Bancroft 
Library before becoming an Archivist and Museum Program Manager for the 
National Park Service. She travels extensively in her job, and in her spare time 
managed to co-author Point Reyes Peninsula,  an Arcadia book. 
 David Grossman  has earned several degrees including a Masters in 
Library Science from the University of Michigan. As History Room Librarian for 
the Mill Valley Public Library, he is digitalizing the library’s collection of historic 
documents for access on the library’s web site. 
 Doug Fowler  has worked with East Bay park systems for over 25 years, 
18 of which have been  as a ranger with the East Bay Regional Park District. 
His gravestone restoration skills are most  evident in Rose Hill Cemetery located  
in the Black Diamond Mines Regional Preserve. Doug is a member of the 
Association for Gravestone Studies and has studied at the National Center for 
Preservation Technology and Training.   

 
THANK  YOU !    THANK  YOU !    THANK  YOU !  

  Putting together a successful conference is never the work of  just a few 
people. Success results from the enthusiastic cooperation of dozens of 
individuals, businesses and organizations. Martinez Historical Society is indeed 
fortunate to have support from its community and from the National Park 
Service. 
 A complete list of those who loaned us their ideas, thoughts, experience 
and moral support would go on for several pages.  A very short list follows. 
 
 The community of Martinez 
 National Park Service 
 Shell Oil Company 
 Haute Stuff 
 PDQ Printing 
 Martinez Chamber of  Commerce 
 Martinez Lodge 41 F & A M 
 Crafty Ladies 
 John Muir Inn 
 California Pacific Federal Credit 

Union 

 Willows Theatre Company 
 On Time Bus Services 
 Office of Rep. George Miller 
 Richmond Museum of History 
 Martinez Historical Society – 

Board and volunteers 
 All the speakers who donate their 

expertise 
 All the rangers who put other 

work on hold 


